Amended & Enacted 6/26/07


Ordinance #12 revised - March 14, 2005

Amended 6/26/07


Introduced by the Council president at the request of the Sheriff and amended by the Transportation, Energy, Utilities and Safety Committee:
ORDINANCE 2007-647-E
An ordinance concerning COUNTY DETENTION FACILITIES AND ILLEGAL OR CONTRABAND ARTICLES inTRODUCED INTO SUCH COUNTY DETENTION FACILITIES; AMENDING TITLE XVI (CORRECTIONS) TO CREATE CHAPTER 647 (DETENTION FACILITIES) AND SECTION 647.101 (CONTRABAND ARTICLES) MAKING IT UNLAWFUL UNLESS DULY AUTHORIZED OR APPROVED by the sheriff or officer in charge, to introduce into or possess CERTAIN DEFINED ILLEGAL ITEMS OR CONTRABAND upon the grounds of any county detention facility as defined in s. 951.23 FLORIDA STATUTES; providing that any violation shall be a class d offense; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; and providing an effective date

WHEREAS, county detention facilities are experiencing an increase in the secretive introduction of contraband materials such as cell phones, pagers, Blackberries, etc., into those detention facilities; and

WHEREAS, the communication devises may be used for effecting or attempting to affect an escape from a county facility by the inmate population, or to conduct, direct or abet other illegal activity; and

WHEREAS, the Sheriff of Duval County, joined by the City of Jacksonville wish to inhibit and reduce such activities by enacting legislation make same illegal and to punish such conduct; now therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.  Title XVI (Corrections) amended to create Chapter 647 (Detention Facilities) and section 647.101 (Contraband Articles).  Title XVI (Corrections) is amended to create Chapter 647 (Detention Facilities) Ordinance Code to read as follows:
TITLE XVI CORRECTIONS
*  *  *
CHAPTER 647. DETENTION FACILITIES
*  *  *
Sec. 647.101 Contraband Articles.

(a) Articles determined to be illegal and contraband.  It is unlawful, except through regular channels or as approved as duly authorized by the sheriff or an officer in charge, to introduce into or possess upon the grounds of any county detention facility as defined in s. 951.23 Florida Statutes, or to give to or receive from any inmate of any such facility wherever said inmate is located at the time or to take or to attempt to take or send there from, any of the following articles which are hereby declared to be illegal and contraband for the purposes of this ordinance, to wit: any written or recorded communication; any currency or coin; any article of food or clothing; any tobacco products as defined in s. 210.25(11) Florida Statutes; any cigarette as defined in s. 210.01(1)Florida Statutes; any cigar; any intoxicating beverage or beverage which causes or may cause an intoxicating effect; any narcotic, hypnotic, or excitative drug or drug of any kind or nature, including nasal inhalators, sleeping pills, barbiturates, and controlled substances as defined in s. 893.02(4) Florida Statutes; any firearm or any instrumentality customarily used or which is intended to be used as a dangerous weapon; any telephone, cellular telephone, pager, two-way radio, scanner, camera, video or audio recording or transmitting device, or other communications device of any type; and any instrumentality of any nature that may be or is intended to be used as an aid in effecting or attempting to effect an escape from such detention facility.
(b) Penalty provisions. Any violation of this ordinance is declared to be unlawful and a class D offense.
Section 2.  Severability.  It is not the intent of this ordinance to conflict with any applicable state law.  If any section, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this chapter is for any reason held or declared to be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding or invalidity shall not affect the remaining portion of this ordinance; and it shall be construed to have been the legislative intent to pass this chapter without such unconstitutional, invalid or inoperative part therein; and the remainder of this chapter, after exclusion of such part or parts, shall be deemed and held to be valid as if such part or parts had not been included therein.
Section 3.  Effective Date.
This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature. 

Form Approved:

    /s/  Steven E. Rohan_________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by:  Steven E. Rohan
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